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"ARTISTS   ALL" 
By  Irvin  L.  Warnock,  Sigurd,  Utah. 

Once  more  we  face  the  new-torn  year, 
With  canvas  gleaming  white; 

' Tis  ours  to  paint  or  just  to  smear, 
With  colors  dull  or  bright. 

The  brush  within  our  hand  is  set, 
'Tis  made  of  thoughts  and  deeds; 

But    colors   are    not   given  yet, 
They'll   come  as   time    proceeds. 

Each  day  will  furnish  pigment  rare, 
But  we  must  do  the  blending; 

And  if  we  choose  with  thoughtful  care, 
The  scene  will  be  transcending. 

Whate'er  of  heartache,  grief  or  pain, 

The  future  holds  in  store, 
Its  greyness  need  not  long  remain 
"With  gladness  covered  o'er. 

Nor -must  we  use  all  colors  bright, 
G-ay  reds  and  brilliant  yellow; 

A  touch  of  brown  or  silvered  white, 
Will  make  it  sweet  and  mellow: 

Beside  our  scenes  of  other  years, 
This  new  one  soon  is  raised; 

And  all  are  judged  when  this  appears, 
By  it  condemned  or  praised. 

For  when  the  year  is  past  and  spent, 
Our  picture  finished  quite; 

Unto  the  Hall  cf  Time  'tis  sent, 
To  hang  in  Mem'ry's  Light. 

--Improvement  Era-- 
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"0E*RCH   THE   SCRIPTURES" 

The.  Saviour  counselled  his  disciples  to  seach  the  Scriptures 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  things  of  God. 

Through  the  study  of  the  Scriptures  we  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
how  God  deals  with  those  who  love  and  obey  him.   We  may  also  be- 
come acquainted  with  and  learn  of  the  failures  of  those  who  des- 
pise His  counsel,  as  given  through  His  prophets. 

Paul  writing  to  Timothy  declared  that:  "All  scripture  is  giv- 
en by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  re- 
proof, for  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness:  That  the 
man  of  God  may  be  perfect,  throughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works'.' 
2  Timothy  3:16-17. 

This  instruction  from  Paul  to  Timothy  clearly  shows  the  value 
he  placed  upon  the  word  of  the  Prophets  of  God. 

It  is  not  compatible  with  the  spirit  of  wisdom  for  those  who 
express  their  desire  to  obtain  life  eternal  and  yet  indifferently 
ignore  the  study  of  the  word  of  God,  which  clearly  sets  forth  the 
only  way  by  which  eternal  li",:"e  may  be  obtained. 

God.  has  given  us  commandments  to  obey  and  strictly  observe, 
and  when  we  ignore  these  reproofs,  corrections  and  instructions 
by  not  searching  the  Scriptures  as  given  us  by  God  through  His 
prophets,  we  stand  condemned,  and  in  open  rebellion  to  His  command- 
ments. 

It  often  happens  in  general  affairs  of  life  that  we  require 
ordinarjr  instructions  to  be  written  or  we  refuse  to  accept  full 
responsibility  ::Iiould  the  requisition  be  faultily  executed;  yet  we 
find  many  'with  human  inconsistency  who  are  willing  to  accept  ver- 
bally or  doubtfully  re-written  instructions,  without  examination 
on  matters  which  pertain  to  our  eternal  life;  and  even  contend  for 
and  endeavour  to  defend  without  due  study  of  the  original  word  of 
God,  after  having  been  warned  that  grave  discrepancies  have  crept 
in. 

We  all  should  realize  this  seriousness,  that  when  the  Word  of 
God  has  been  changed:  it  ceases  to  carry  the  blessing  predicated 
upon  it . 

The  careful  student  of  the  Scriptures  will  meet  with  many  in- 
stances where  the  word  and  commandments  of  God  are  being  inaccur- 
ately taught  and  observed,  even  though  the  following  Scriptures 
speak  with  such  definite  plainess. 

"Ye  shall  not  add  to  the  word  which  I  command  you,  neither 
shall  ye  deminish  ought  from  it,  that  ye  may  keep  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord  your  God,  which  I  command  you."   Deut .  4:2. 

Again:  "What  thing  soever  I  command  you,  observe  to  do  it; 
thou  shalt  not  add  thereto,  nor  deminish  from  it.".  Deut.  12:32. 

In  my  search  of  the  Scriptures  I  fail  to  find  where  any  prop- 


Page  3,  "OUMORAK  MONTHLY  BULLETIN" 

het  of  God  has  ever  eome  forth  with  the  declaration  and  command- 
ment of  God  that  the  word  of  Jesus  Christ  as  given  to  his  disciples 
up  in  the  Mount  has  been  abrogated;  therefore  it  is  a  very  danger- 
ous practice  to  divert  therefrom  in  any  detail.  For  he  said: 

"Go  ye  therefore, and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:  Teaching 
them  to  observe  all  things  whatsoever  I  have  commanded  you:  and,  lo, 
I  am  with  you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world."  Matt . 28 : 19-20 . 

This  beautiful,  yet  simple  commandment  was  discontinued  some 
hundreds  of  years  after,  and  sprinkling  substituted  in  place  there- 
of. 

When  the  Saviour  taught  his  disciples,  he'  declared  that  he  had 
given  them  the  Father's  word  as  he  had  received  it  of  him. 

In  supplicating  his  Father,  he  is  recorded  as  saying:  "I  have 
given  them  the  words  which  thou  gavest  me;  and  they  have  received 
them,  and  have  known  surely  that  I  came  out  from  thee,  and  they 
have  believed  that  thou  didst  send  me."  John  17:8. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  gave  the  word  as  God  revealed  it  un- 
to him,  and  we  have  known  surely  that  it  came  from  God.   We  have 
believed  that  God  did  send  him,  because  we  have  searched  the  Scrip- 
tures which  bear  witness  of  these  things. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith's  teachings  do  not  require  an  elastic 
and  compromising  mind  to  see  that  his  teachings  came  from  the  same 
source  as  those  of  the  Apostles  of  Jesus  Christ  of  former  days. 
You  do  not  have  to  jump  to  conclusions  without  satisfaction  as  you 
study  his  explanation  of  the  former  day  prophets;  you  do  not  have 
to  hesitate  :l.'.  accepting  the  prophecies,  they  harmonise  with  those 
of  Jesus  Christ  and  all  other  prophets;  They  command  all  men  to 
repent  and  search  them  lest  they  be  overtaken  as  by  a  thief  in  the 
night,  which  surely  will  be  the  case  with  those  who  neglect  so  to 
do. 

It  is  not  my  desire  nor  intentions  to  take  up  a  criticism  of 
the  printed  rituals  or  forms  of  worship  enjoined  upon  the  people 
by  some  of  the  established  religious  denominations,  although  I  am 
fully  aware,  many  of  their  doctrines  as  taught  in  years  gone  by 
have  been  very  radically  modified.  Still,  they  do  not  conform  to 
the  Gospel  plan  as  laid  down  and  taught  by  Jesus  Christ,  rxad  are 
open  to  grave  doubts  as  to  their  authenticity. 

It  is  nearly  incredible  to  believe  that  any  earnest  man  or 
woman  seeking  eterna.l  life  can  allow  themselves  to  pass  by  the 
study  of  the  Scriptures,  and  accept  in  their  stead  what  appears  to 
be  a  predigested  form  of  religion,  comprised  in  dogma  and  rituals 
however  beautiful  their  composition  may  be;  for  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures  will  make  manifest  that  they  who  do  so  are  taking  chances 
of  a  very  serious  nature  and  will  eventually  find  that  they  have 
been  as  the  Savious  once  declared  "blind  led  by  the  blind  and  will 
fall  into  the  ditch." 

V/e  should  know  as  intelligent  beings  that  listening  to  plea- 
sant readings  and  singing  beautiful  hymns  is  not  sufficient  food  to 
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satisfy  the  awakened  desire  for  eternal  life.  The  soul  that  is 
born  of  God  desires  and  even  craves  a  feasting  on  the  Word  of  God 
and  a  meeting  with  other  Saints  and  expounding  to  others  the  won- 
derful words  of  eternal  life. 

The  word  which  God  has  spoken  through  his  prophets  was  not 
spoken  in  idleness;  He  said:  "Man  shall  not  live  by  bread  alone, 
but  by  every  word  that  proceedeth  from  the  mouth  of  God." 

Since  God  has  spoken  again  from  the  heavens  and  restored  His 
Church  organization,  Officers  and  teachers,  the  honest  in  heart 
may  truly  discern  its  difference  from  those  which  are  man-made  or- 
ganizations and  doctrines,  and  it  should  not  be  extremely  difficult 
for  an  earnest  seeker  after  truth  to  discern  which  is  true  --  when 
taught  by  the  Servants  of  God  and  when  they  have  the  opportunity  of 
examining  the  doctrines  and  organization  side  by  side  with  the 
Scriptures. 

The  Saviour  said,  "If  any  man  will  do  his  will,  he  shall  know 
this  doctrine,  whether  it  be  of  God  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself." 
In  this  beautiful  and  definite  statement,  the  Saviour  clearly 
shows  his  confidence  in  the  word  and  the  imperative  necessity  of 
making  ourselves  acquainted  with  the  will  of  God  which  is  within 
our  reach  when  we  study  His  word  as  given  through  the  Prophets, 
both  ancient  and  modern. 

The  following  statement  made  by  the  Saviour  to  his  disciples 
up  in  the  mountain  should  act  as  a  danger  light  to  many  who  are 
earnestly  seeking  Gorpel  information:   "Think  not  that  I  am  come  to 
destroy  the  Law  or  the  Prophets:  I  am  not  come  to  destroy,  but  to 
fulfil.  For  verily  I  say  unto  you,  Till  heaven  and  earth  pass,  one 
jot  or  one  tittle  shall  in  no  wise  pass  from  the  law,  till  all  be 
fulfilled.   V/hosoever  therefore  shall  break  one  of  these  least  com- 
mandments, and  shall  teach  men  so,  he  shall  be  called  the  least  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven:  but  whosoever  shall  do  and  teach  them,  the 
same  shall  be  called  great  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  For  I  say  unto 
you,  That  except  your  righteousness  shall  exceed  the  righteousness 
of  the  scribes  and  Pharisees,  ye  shall  in  no  case  enter,  into  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven."   Matt.  5:17-20. 

There  is  no  indication  of  them  having  been  done  away  with  or 
was  to  be  done  away  with.  The  ceremonial  law  --  yes!  but  God's  com- 
mandments --No!  Never!  they  are  to  be  taught. 

I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  christian  body  outside  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  who  do  not  come  under  the  con- 
demnation declared  in  the  above  statement,  for  all  appear  to  be  liv- 
ing within  strange  organizations  and  teaching  changed  doctrines. 

For  instance:  Paul  in  addressing  the  Corinthian  Saints  declar- 
ed: "And  God  hath  set  some  in  the  Church,  first  apostles,  secondar- 
ily prophets,  thirdly  teachers,  after  that  miracles,  then  gifts  of 
healings,  helps,  governments,  diversities  of  tongues."  1  Cor. 12:28. 

If  God  placed  them  there  and  they  have  been  deposed  and  the  or- 
ganization of  his  Church  is  so  changed  that  it  is  not  discernable, 
it  can  only  be  expected  that  men  would  heap  to  themselves  teachers 
and  organize  according  to  their  feelings  of  partiality  until  God 
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restored  again  the  proper  organizations  and  the  men  to  guide  us  in 
our  search  of  the  Scriptures. 

Paul  writing  to  the  Ephesians  emphasised  this  fact  a  little 
more  fully,  as  follows:  "And  he  gave  some,  apostles;  and  some, 
prophets;  and  some,  evangelists;  and  some,  pastors  and  teachers; 
For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  for 
the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Christ:  Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity 
of  the  faith,  and  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Son  of  God,  unto  a  per- 
fect man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ" 
Ephesians  4:11-13. 

For  eighteen  hundred  years  there  has  been  a  tendency  to  divide 
and  divide,  and  the  very  opposite  of  a  unity  in  the  faith  has  resul- 
ted.  V,ras  it  not  because  man  has  changed  the  ordinance  and  broken 
the  everlasting  covenant  --  and  have  been  teaching  men  so? 

The  student  of  the  Scriptures  can  plainly  see  that  the  founda- 
tion principles  of  the  doctrines  of  Jesus  Christ  are:  Faith  in  God, 
based  on  obedience  to  his  commands;  Repentance  is  the  result  of  an 
intelligent  study  and  comprehension  of  the  commandments  given  of 
God  through  his  prophets;  Baptism  for  the  remission  of  our  sins  as 
the  promised  blessing  of  God  to  all  who  truly  repent  and  covenant 
to  take  upon  them  the  name  of  His  Son,  (not  the  name  of  some  other 
man  or  state,  or  outstanding  principle  in  their  beliefs  or  observ- 
ances.) and  to  always  remember  Him  and  keep  the  commandments  which 
Jesus  Christ  has  given;  that  they  may  be  fit  and.,  ready  to  receive 
and  to  retain  the  Holy  Ghost  when  conferred  by  His  duly  appointed 
Servants .   ■ 

It  is  true  God  holds  the  prerogative  of  doing  all  things  per- 
sonally, but  He  does  not  go  outside  ., of  his  own  commandments  .  in.  or- 
der to  do  so.  Amos  has  declared  of  the  Lord,  "Surely  the  Lord  God 
will  do  nothing  but  he  revealeth  his  secrets  unto  his  servants  the 
prophets."  (Amos  3:7) 

Unless  we  search  the  Scriptures  ourselves,  we  may  find  ourselves 
chasing  a  phantom  and  miss  the  very  things  we  have  been  told  are 
so  essential  through  being  inaccurately  taught.       ■  -. 

Samuel  Martin 


"TEN  REASONS  WHY  I  PAY  TITHING" 
By  Dr.  Gecrge  H.  Brimhall,  former  President  of  the 
Brigham  Young  University. 

1.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  TO  BE -ABLE  TO  PRAY  CONSISTENTLY;  pray  for 
Zicn,  her  protection  and  prosperity;  pray  for  the  "leaders  of  the 
Church  that  they  may  have  influence  and  power;  pray  thus  without 
the  smiting  consciousness  of  having  done  nothing  to  prosper  Zion 
or  to  help  her  leaders. 

2.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  TO  BE  ABLE  TO  PARTAKE  OF  THE  SACRAMENT  CON- 
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SISTENTLY.  The  partaking  of  the  bread  is  an  ordinance  by  which  I 
witness  unto  God  in  the  presence  of  the  people  my  willingness  to 
keep  the  commandments-  of  the  Lord.  He  has  commanded  a  payment  of 
one- tenth  of  my  interest  annually. 

In  the  partaking  of  the  water  I  witness  that  I  remember  the 
Lord  and  I  am  spiritually  admonished  to  remember  the  lord  in  my 
tithes  and  offerings. 

3.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  THE  JOY-GIVING  CONSCIOUSNESS  OF  BEING  A 
SQUARE-DEAL  BUSINESS  PARTNER  WITH  MY  FATHER  IN  HEAVEN.   My  con- 
tract with  him  is:  One  part  of  him  and  nine  for  me  with  his  bles- 
sing. Non-tithe  paying  is  scripturally  stamped  as  dishonesty  of 

a  high  handed  type . 

4.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  TO  BE  FAIR  WITH  MY  GROUP  BY  BEARING  MY 
SHARE  OF  THE  GROUP  EXPENSES.   You  knew , perhaps ,  what  it  means  to 
have  a  fellow  on  a  trip  that  "just  won't  put  up."   He  who  can  and 
won't  is  a  slacker  and  deserves  neither  the  respect  nor  the  sym- 
pathy of  his  comrades.- 

5.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  THE  WELFARE  THAT  CAN  COME  ONLY  THROUGH 
MATERIAL  COMMUNITY  GROWTH.   The  history  and  the  destiny  of  the 
Church  of  which  I  am  a  member  is  the  achievement  of  great  things. 
I  want  to  feel  that  I  am  a  part  of  its  prosperity,  material  as 
well  as  spiritual;  I  want  to  know  that  my  efforts  are  registered 
on  the  walls  of  its  temples,  on  its  meeting  houses,  its  school 
buildings  and  hospitals,  as  well  as  in  the  spread  and  defense  of 
its  doctrines. 

6.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  TO  LIVE  THE  LAW  OF  SOCIAL  EQUITY.  This  law 
provides  fcr  everyone  to  help  according  to  his  capacity  and  every 
one  to  be  helped  according  to  his  needs.  Tithing  is  one  of  the 
great  financial  levelers.  Universal  living  up  to  it  would  prove 
that  "There  is  enough  for  all  and  to  spare." 

7.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  THE  THRIFT  HABIT  THAT  COMES  FROM  TITHE  PAY- 
ING.  The  tithe-payer  is  a  good  spender  but  not  a  careless  one. 

8.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  Will  TRAINING  THAT  TITHE-PAYING  GIVES.  Weak 
wills  will  not  will  tc  pay  their  debts  of  honor  first. 

9.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  THE  PROSPERITY  THAT  MARKS  THE  TITHE  PAYING 
CLASS  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CHURCH.   As  a  rule  the  tithe-payers 
are  in  the  ranks  of  helpers  in  the  community;  they  are  not  only 
generous  but  they  have  something  with  which  to  be  generous. 

10.  BECAUSE  I  WANT  THE  RECORD  OF  MY  CONSCIENCE,  THE  RECORDS 
OF  MY  PEOPLE  AND  THE  RECORDS  OF  MY  GOD  TO  TESTIFY  OF  MY  SINCERITY 
IN  THE  ADVOCACY  OF  THE  CHURCH  SLOGAN,  "EVERY  MEMBER  A  TITHE  PAYER" 
AND  I  DO  WANT  ALWAYS  TO  BE  A  MEMBER. 

God  bless  you  and  inspire  you  with  a  desire  to  be  in  harmony 
with  the  will  and  the  wisdom  of  our  Father  in  heaven,  in  good 
standing  among  your  fellows  and  at  peace  with  yourselves. 

This  is  my  prayer  for  you  and  myself,  in  the  name  of  Jesus, 
Amen. 


"PROVE  ME  NOW  HEREWITH,  SAITH  THE  LORD  OF  HOSTS."  Malachi  3:10. 


Page  6.  "CUMORAH  MONTHLY  BULLET II: 


"MY  NEW  YEAR  CATECHISM" 

FOR  THE  NEW  YEAR:  The  time  for  annual  "stock-taking"  is  here. 
We  review  our  accomplishments  of  the  past  year  with  pride  or  with 
sorrow,  according  to  whether  we  have  put  forth  cur  best  efforts, 
or  have  let  the  days  seek  out  the  easy  path. 

WE  QUESTION:  How  much  more  dc  I  knew  than  I  did  one  year  ago? 
How  much  greater  is  my  power  to  truly  help  my  fellowman,  than  it 
was  one  year  ago?  How  much  more  truly  do  I  love  my  fellow-man? 
How  much  nearer  is  the  great  millennium  of  peace j  i 'heoau.se  of  my 
self-contrcl,  my  power  to  live  at  peace  with  my  own  scul,  with  my 
family,  with  my  fellow  Church  members,  with  all  God's  children 
whose  lives  touch  mine  from  day  to  day?  How  much  more  able  am  I  to 
see  and  count  their  virtues  while  I  overlook  their  faults? 

If  I  cannot  satisfy  my  best  self  that  I  have  done  my  part 
from  day  to  day,  from  week  to  week,  what  then  shall  guide  my  path 
for  the  New  Year's  endeavours?   Shall  I  cease  my  struggle,  while 
I  tell  myself  that  the  Relief  Society  or  the  Church  requires  too 
much  time,  its  lessons  are  too  hard,  or  the  members  are  not  quite 
as  agreeable  or  as  respectful  to  me  as  they  should  be?   Shall  I 
place  the  blame  for  my  shortcomings  elsewhere,  or  right  where  it 
belongs  --  upon  my  own  weak  will? 

If  I  have  been  remiss  or  even  careless,  then  the  next  step 
looms  before  me:  A  turn-abcut-face  without  delay.   One  step  at  a 
tine,  climbing  steadily,  prayerfully,  daily,  until  again  I  find  a 
glimpse  of  that  sweet  "peace  that  passeth  understanding",  which 
comes  only  to  those  who  live  in  accordance  with  our  heavenly 
Father's  purpose. 

If  I  can  answer  my  soul's  questions  in  such  a  manner  that  my 
best  self  may  reasonably  be  satisfied,  than  indeed  may  I  know  that 
my  Church  has  truly  helped  one  soul   to  find  and  keep  the  upward 
path  that  leads  to  joy.  Then,  if  while  doing  well  my  daily  tasks, 
I  seek  out  those  whose  need  is  greater  than  mine  and  give  part  of 
myself  to  help  them  on  their  way;  if  I  close  my  eyes  to  others' 
fault's,  yet  strive  my  own  to  overcome,  I  shall  do  well. 

RESULT:  A  tiny  glimpse  of  our  heavenly  Father's  love  for  us— 
His  very  spiritual  children  --  and  a  better  understanding  of  His 
joy  in  our  well-doing.   "Adam  fell  that  men  might  be;  and  men  are, 
that  they  might  have  joy."   Will  you  each  put  His  way  to  the  test, 
and  find  out  for  yourselves,  at  least  partially,  the  meaning  of 
the  word  joy?  Will  you  try  each  day  to  make  some  progress  toward 
the  goal  He  sets  for  all  His  children? 

To  each  and  all,  dear  sisters  mine,  of  every  land  and  clime, 
no  matter  what  your  age  or  place,  I  wish  you  as  I  acknowledge  our 
spiritual  f ellowship ,  a  useful  and  joyful  Whole  Year. 

Sister  Leah  P.  Widtsoe,  President  of 

the  European  Mission  Relief  Societies 

(Millennial  Star) 
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(The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  talk  given  by  President 
Heber  J.  Grant  at  the  Semi-Annual  Conference  of  the  Church,  held 
at  Salt  Lake  City,  October  5th,  1928.) 

There  is  nothing  that  I  am  about  to  say  that  I  have  net  said 
many  times  to  the  Latter-day  Saints.  We  find  in  the  very  first  re- 
\relation  in  the  Loctrine  and  Covenants  these  words:  "Search  these 
commandments,  for  they  are  true  and  faithful,  and  the  prophecies 
and  promises  which  are  in  them  shall  all  be  fulfilled.  What  I  the 
Lord  have  spoken,  I  have  spoken,  and  I  excuse  not  myself;  and 
though  the  heavens  and  the  earth  pass  away,  my  word  shall  not  pass 
away,  but  shall  all  be  fulfilled,  whether  by  mine  own  voice  or  by 
the  voice  of  my  servants,  it  is  the  same." 

I  wish  that  I  possessed  the  power  to  impress  upon  the  hearts 
and  the  minds  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  the  necessity  of  becoming 
familiar  with  the  commandments  contained  ih;  the  Loctrine  and  Cov- 
enants, and  not  only  becoming  familiar  with  them,  but  that  I  might 
have  the  power  to  impress  upon  their  hearts  and  souls  a  determina- 
tion to  keep  those  commandments,  to  live  them  in  very  deed  and  in 
their  every-day  lives. 

We  find  recorded  in  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  that  "there  is 
a  law,  irrevocably  decreed  in  heaven  before  the  foundations  of 
this  world,  upon  which  all  blessings  are  predicated  --  and  when  we 
obtain  any  blessing  from  God,  it  is  by  obedience  to  that  law  upon 
which  it  is  predicated." 

Some  very  wonderful  promises  are  made  to  us  if  we  observe  the 
Word  of  Wisdom.  The  blessings  will  come  if  we  observe  the  Word  of 
Wisdom,  and  they  will  not  come  unless  we  do  observe  it.  I  feel  at 
the  present  time  that  it  is  very  appropriate  for  all  Latter-day 
Saints  to  have  their  attention  called  (Although  I  have  called  their 
attention  to  it  time  and  time  again)  to  this  marvelous  and  remark- 
able Word  of  Wisdom.  I  shall  not  take  the  time  to  read  but  very 
little  of  it: 

"To  be  sent  greeting;  not  by  commandment  or  constraint,  but 
by  revelation  and  the  word  of  wisdom,  showing  forth  the  order  and 
will  of  God  in  the  temporal  salvation  of  all  saints  in  the  last 
days . " 

Nearly  90  per  cent  of  all  the  time  of  the  saints  is  spent  in 
laboring  for  their  temporal  advancement,  and  I  have  announced  be- 
fore and  I  announce  again  that  if  the  Latter-day  Saints  had  obser- 
ved the  Word  of  Wisdom  as  a  people,  every  one  of  them,  from  the  day 
that  they  came  into  these  valleys,  our  temporal  salvation  would 
have  been  assured.  The  money  expended  for  those  things  which  the 
Lord  says  are  not  good  for  us,  which  we  have  been  taught  to  leave 
alone  —  namely,  tea,  coffee,  tobacco  and  liquor  --  if  every  dollar 
cf  that  money  had  been  kept  in  our  country  we  would  have  had  one  of 
the  wealthiest  states  in  this  Union, 444*444 

(Please  refer  to  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  89.) 
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"MISSION  NEWS" 

"Cumorah",  Mowbray. 

With  the  passing  of  December  we  have  great  cause  to  rejoice 
over  the  many  blessings  we  have  received.  These  blessings  will  be 
treasured  by  each  one  of  us. 

At  present,  however,  we  are  labouring  under  a  great  handicap 
for  we  have  only  the  one  Elder  to  carry  on  the  work.    The  local 
Priesthood  has  assisted  us  in  our  Evening  Visits  and  we  are  indeed 
grateful  for  the  spirit  shown. 

Our  Street  Meetings  are  proving  successful  and  we  feel  that 
we  are  reaching  more  people  through  them  than  we  would  do  in  many 
days  Tr acting. 

Elders  Foyal  L.  Smith  and  Leroy  H.  Duncan  took  a  hurried  trip 
to  the  Strand  on  November  27th.  It  gave  Elder  Duncan  a  chance  to 
get  acquainted  and  Elder  Smith  to  say  Good-bye. 

On  November  29th  a  Baptismal  Service  was  held  at  which  Sister 
Sarah  G.  Muilder  was  the  candidate.   Sister  Muilder  was  Baptised 
by  Elder  Foyal  L.  Smith  and  confirmed  by  President  Samuel  Martin. 

November  30th,  Elders  Foyal  L.  Smith,  R.  Earl  Madsen,  and 
Oral  N.  Beckstead  left  Cape  Town  for  their  homes  in  Zion.  They 
sailed  by  the  S.S.  Toledo,  via  the  West  Coast. 

On  December  2nd,  Brother  Louie  J.  Swart  was  ordained  a  Priest 
by  Elder  Wells  L.  Evans;  Brother  Frank  Martin  was  ordained  a  Teach- 
er by  President  Samuel  Martin. 

December  10th,  Brother  A.  James  Martin  was  ordained  an  Elder 
by  President  Samuel  Martin. 

December  25th,  Brother  Lawrence  P.  Stoman  was  ordained  a  Priest 
by  President  Samuel  Martin. 

On  the  17th  and  18th  of  December,  Elders  Theodore  R.  Martin, 
Vern  D.  Greene,  Leroy  H.  Duncan  and  Wells  L.  Evans  pushed  around 
the  Cape  Point  on  their  bicycles;  They  went  by  way  of  Seapoint, 
Camps  Bay,  Hout  Bay,  and  Chapmans  Peak  Drive  and  returned  by  way 
of  Simons town. 

On  December  18th,  Elder  Wells  L.  Evans  left  for  the  Kimberley 
District  where  he  has  been  assigned  to  labour  as  District  President. 

Brothers  James  and  Frank  Martin  left  for  a  short  tour  of  the 
Mission  on  December  20th.  They  will  visit  Durban,  Johannesburg, 
Pretoria,  Bloemf onte in,  Kimberley  and  then  return  via  the  Garden 
Route . 

On  the  night  of  the  25th  of  December,  a  Christmas  Tree  party 
was  sponsered  by  the  Sunday  School.  A  very  interesting  program  was 
given  and  nearly  every  looked  forward  to  Santa  Claus,  who  gave  the 
little  children  who  had  been  attending  Sunday  School  a  present. 

On  Boxing  Day  a  Sunday  School  picnic  was  held  at  Rhodes  Estate 
Mowbray.  The  games  had  been  chosen  before  hand  that  all  might  go 
off  in  splendid  style,  and  it  did  --  for  all  en.'ioyed  themselves. 

--Elder  Leroy  H.  Duncan,  Dist.  President. 
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"Ramah" ,  Johannesburg. 

We  are  pleased  to  report  another  progressive  month  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord  for  the  Transvaal  District. 

The  Elders  left  Cape  Town,  after  a  most  profitable  Convention, 
in  company  with  the  Durban  Elders,  from  whom  they  parted  at  Bloem- 
fontein;  they  arrived  in  Johannesburg,  November  30th,  1928. 

On   December  1st,  Elder  A.  Edward  Hughes  arrived  home  after 
completing  a  seven  month's  Mission  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

On  December  8th,  an  Old  Fashioned  Dance  was  held  at  the  Nor- 
wegian Hall  under  the  direction  of  the  Relief  Society. 

A  Ohristmas  Tree  Party  was  held  at  "Ramah",  December  21st, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Sunday  School.  There  were  approximately 
one  hundred  and  fifty  in  attendance,  to  whom  "Father  Christmas" 
either  gave  a  present  or  a  bag  of  Sweets  and  Nuts.  The  Christmas 
Tree  war  decorated  in  true  Christmas  style,  lighted  with  electric 
lights  and  placed  in  the  center  of  the  Hall,  around  which  the 
kiddies  played  games  while  awaiting  "Father  Christmas". 

A.Christmas  party  was  also  held  on  December  22nd,  at  the  Water- 
val  Branch  with  approximately  forty  in  attendance.  Here  too,  Father 
Christmas  was  in  attendance  with  a  good  supply  of  presents. 

A  picnic  was  held  under  the  direction  of  the  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association  at  Zoo  Lake  on  Boxin'g  Day.  A  number  of  friends 
joined  with  the  Saints  in  the  games  of  the  day. 

The  Elders'  time  has  been  spent  during  the  past  month  in  get- 
ting historical  data,  making  out  annual  reports,  visiting  Saints 
and  Investigators,  and  hence  a  very  limited  amount  of  Tracting  has 
been  done  .  '■''   '-  - ':  -'-'■ 

The  Saints  join  with  the  Elders  in  wishing  a  Happy  New  Year  to 
all  throughout  the  Mission.   O.Layton  Alldredge,  Dist.  Clerk 

Port  Elizabeth  District. 

Our  labours  have  been  most  joyful  this  past  month.  We  feel 
that  the  Lord  has  directed  us  and  the  spirit  of  brotherhood  has  ex- 
isted in  the  District. 

President  Charles  W.  Larson  and  Elder  Ray-Wm.  Ellsworth  spent 
a  few  days  with  us  after  Convention  before  proceeding  to  East  Lon- 
don to  take  up  their  labours. 

An  enjoyable  visit  was  paid  by  President  Sheldon  R.  Free  and 
Clare  B.  Christensen  to  Uitenhage,  where  they  found  the  Saints  and 
Friends  all  well  and  happy. 

The  Elders  spent  a  most  enjoyable  Dingaans  Day  with  the  Saints 
at  St.  Georges  Strand. 

A  Branch  Picnic  was  held  at  Humewood  on  Boxing  Day. 

We  held  several  Cottage  Meetings  during  the  month  and  we  feel 
that  they  were  very  beneficial  to  us  all. 

Let's  make  1929  better  than  1928.   Elder  Clare  B.  Christensen 

District  Clerk. 

"Each  day  I  will  do  my  best  --  that  I  might  have  no  regrets" 
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Bloemfontein  District. 

The  Bloemfontein  Elders  left  Cape  Town  on  Tuesday  the  27th  of 
November  for  the  Bloemfontein  District.  They  stopped  a  half  day  in 
Kimberley  before  proceeding  to  Bloemfontein,  where  they  arrived 
Thursday  the  29th. 

On  Tuesday  the  11th  of  December,  Brother  Alexander  S.  Green- 
berg  and  Brother  Samuel  Greenberg  left  for  Rhodesia  where  they 
hope  to  obtain  employment. 

On  Christmas  Day,  Brother  Alvin  Hubert  arrived  from  Pretoria 
to  spend  the  Christmas  holidays  with  his  parents. 

On  Boxing  Day,  Brother  and  Sister  Hubert  and  Family,  with  the 
Elders,  went  out  to  Glen  for  a  picnic  which  they  greatly  enjoyed. 

On  Thursday  the  27th,  Brother  Alvin  Hubert  left  for  Pretoria. 

The  city  of  Bloemfontein  has  been  tracted  five  or  six  times, 
so  the  Elders  are  now  tracting  the  outlaying  towns. 

We  find  that  our  attendance  is  a  little  better  at  our  Street 
Meetings  now  that  we  are  holding  them  on  Sunday  Evenings  instead 
of  Saturday  Evenings.   Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  Dist.  Clerk. 

Kimberley  District. 

Owing  to  the  change- of  Elder  Charles  V,T.  Larson  from  Kimberley. 
to  East  London,  Elder  George  C.  Maw  returned  to  this  District  alone 
He  laboured  alone  from  the  time  of  his  arrival,  November  28th  to 
December  19th,  on  which  day  President  Wells  L.  Evans  arrived  from 
Mowbray . 

On  December  7th,  Sister  Hester  Jenkins,  of  the  Johannesburg 
District,  arrived  in  Kimberley  where  she  spent  a  few  days  on  bus- 
iness. 

The  Brothers  Alexander  and  Samuel  Greenberg  spent  the  11th  of 
December  with  Elder  Maw,  prior  to  their  departure  for  Rhodesia. 

On  December  17th,  Elder  Maw  had  an  enjoyable  visit  with  Sister 
Dames  at  Ritche,  about  27  miles  from  Kimberley.  Sister  E.J.  Dames 
recently  moved  into  this  District  from  Bloemfontein. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Orton,  father  of  Sister  Margaret  Bolleurs  and  an 
investigator  of  the  Gospel,  passed  away  on  Tuesday,  December  18th 
after  an  illness  of  some  few  months.  He  was  buried  the  following 
day  at  the  De  Toitspan  cemetery. 

On  December  21st  the  Elders  changed  their  living  quarters 
from  the  Mission  Hall,  34a  Old  DeBeers  Road,  to  15  Tap  Scott  Street. 

--Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  Clerk. -- 

Natal  District. 

We  are  very  glad  to  report  that  when  we  arrived  in  Durban  on 
December  1st,  we  found  that  the  District  had  been  very  well  cared 
for  under  the  able  direction  of  Brothers  Arthur  Fagan  and  Henry 
Trestrail,  during  our  absence  at  Convention. 

During  the  past  month  our  time  has  been  spent  with  the  Saints 
and  Friends  and  in  preparing  our  Annual  Reports. 

On  December  25th,  Brothers  James  and  Frank  Martin  arrived  in 
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Durban.   They  expect  to  "be  with  us  about  two  weeks. 

--  Elder  Bertram  C.  Cutforth,  Dist.  Clerk. - 

East  London  District. 

The  Elders  arrived  in  this  District  on  December  4th,  after 
spending  a  few  days  in  Port  Elizabeth  while  enroute  from  Cape  Town. 

On  December  16th,  a  picnic  was  held  on  Eastern  Beach;  nineteen 
attended  and  enjoyed  the  day  very  much. 

A  Christmas  Tree  and  programm  given  by  the  Sunday  School  were 
the  main  features  of  Christmas  night.   Twenty-six  were  in  attend- 
ance and  greatly  enjoyed  themselves. 

Elder  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth,  District  Clerk. 


"FORGIVENESS 

The  act  of  forgiving  is  one  of  the  finest  human  gestures  be- 
cause it  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  to  perform.  And  the  test  is 
to  forgive  in  the  face  of  a  real  injury  which  another  may  have  in- 
flicted. Upon  a  memorable  occasion  a  certain  Man  pleaded  that  those 
who  had  persecuted  him  be  forgiven  because  they  "know  not  what  they 
do."   But  in  the  everyday  affairs  of  men,  it  is  not  often  a  ques- 
tion of  being  injured  or  offended  by  persons  unknowingly.  The  of- 
fense is  usually  given  knowingly;  and  it  is  at  such  a  time  that 
forgiveness  is  put  to  its  severest  test. 

The  human  mind  its  such  that  men  often  find  it  easier  to  for- 
give than  to  forget.  This  is  because  the  mind  is  a  storehouse  of 
events  which  have  influenced  life.  The  events  cannot  be  erased. 
Yet  forgiveness  is  possible  because  it  springs  from  the  heart, 
which  is  stored  with  the  better  impulses  and  finer  memories  of  life. 
We  may  never  forget  altogether  a  sorrow  or  a  misfortune  that  has 
been  caused  by  another,  but  we  can  forgive  because  forgiveness 
knows  no  reason  or  logic.  It  is  not  an  intellectual  or  mental 
thing.  It  is  not  circumscribed  by  the  metes  and  bounds  of  the  brain. 
It  is  in  and  of  the  realm  of  whatever  divinity  man  has  in  himself. 
Above  all,  forgiveness  is  among  the  noblest  emotions  because  it  is 
based  upon  the  kind  of  brotherhood  that  makes  men  see  that  what- 
ever their  mental  differences  may  be,  their  hopes  and  fears  are  the 
same.      Philadelphia  Public  Ledger. 


"A  more  glorious  victory  can  not  be  gained  over  another  than 
this,  that  when  the  injury  began  on  his  part,  the  kindness  should 
begin  on  ours."  Tillotson. 

"We  have  power  to  think,  but  our  chief  business  is  to  act;  and, 
therefore,  we  must  forever  and  forever  fall  back  on  faith,  hope 
and  love,  and  on  the  conduct  they  inspire."  --John  Spalding. 
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